I RECENTLY discovered some curious medlical adlvertisemenits, which were published in the columns of "The Northern Star," a newspaper which was issued in Belfast from 1792 till 1797. These illustrate a feature of medical practice in the eighteenth century which has now become entirely obsolete, but which was quite common at that date. The first was published in the issue of March 14-19, 1796 THOMAS HENRY, Surgeotn, A pothecary, atnd Practitioner of Midwifery, TIIOMAS STREET, ARMAGH, who served an apprenticeship to one of the first of his profession in the City of Dublin, and attended at the different courses of Lectures in that College on Anatomy, Midwifery, Physics, and Chemistry, etc., and served Surgeon in the King's Navy last War, attended the Royal Hospitals of Plymouth, Portsmouth, and Navy Hospital of Dublin, etc. From 13 years' extensive practice, as above, he has a perfect knowledge of the methods of all the Physicians and Surgeons of Dublin, an accurate knowledge of various Medicines, etc. There is no case can turn up to him that will be new, either as to knowledge or method of cure. The success that has attended his practice universally in a circle of 20 miles round Armagh for 8 years is too well known to require comment.
He has discovered a method by which he has cured perfectly some thousands of the Scurvy, Evil, and Leprosy, Diseases hitherto looked upon incurable, unless in the palliative way, by inward medicines that require no confinement, even in the extremest cold, and never fail producing the effect when their use are continued in proportion to the Disease, even those who have them hereditary. Sold in pots from 2s. 2d. to 5s. 5d.
Quis sciat causam solvit morbum. N.B.-His shop is stocked with a general assortment of the best and freshest drugs imported into this Kingdom, carefully prepared after the Dublin method. P.S.-A few merchants may be well accommodated in private to pay their cloth, with good stalling for Horses, Pump and every other convenience.
Dr. Henry has certainly given in the above much information in small compass; he must have been well ktnown in Armagh and the surrounding country.One wonders what his remedy was that cured soine thousands of skin diseas-es, and also if his home was popular with the itinerant linen merchants of the time. Altogether, he has written an able account of his professional abilities, whatever others thought about them.
The second advertisement appears in the issue of April 28-May 2, 1796 THOMAS GELSTON, Surgeotn, has just received from London a choice assortment of genuine DRUGS, PAINTERS' COLOURS AND MATERIALS. He respectfully informs the public that he has erected the apparatus lately invented by Dr. Beddoes of London and constructed by Boulton and Watt of Birminglham for the production of those factitious airs used in medicine vhich have been found so useful in CONSUMPTIONS, CANCEROUS ASTHMA'S AND COMPLAINTS. He is also provided with ail electric apparatus in the most perfect order, and in future will be constantly supplied with the different artificial mineral waters prepared by himself.
Belfast, April 18, 1796. Dr. Gelston was a member of a family long associated with the city of Belfast; Gelston's Corner marks the site where one of the family lived for many years at the junction of the Holywood and Belmont Roads. His speciality was not only the cure of intractable disease, but also a useful sidelinie itl the sale of paint and mineral waters. His electric machine perhaps was as good a draw then as an electro-cardiogram to-day. This unfortunate had landed himself in prison for political offences, but was anixious to retain some of his business. I wonder if it would be right and proper to-day for the profession to advertise for the payment of their debts (sufficiently long due)? Many of us could provide copy for the newspapers. Dr. Musgrave, however, was anxious to pay his own debts, and therein shows the integrity that our profession has uniformly enjoyed. The old systems have gone, and new ones have appeared with equal advantage to both doctors and their patients.
